CHAPTER 4.10.. ANIMAL CONTROL
TABLE INSET:

Article |. General Provisions

4.10.010.

Definitions.
4.10.020. Animal control unit.
4.10.030- | Animal control officer; position established.
4.10.040. Cooperation with animal control officer.
4.10.050- | Enforcement of chapter.
4.10.060. Summons.
4.10.070.

Violations; penalty.

Article Il. Duties Towards Animals

4.10.080. Duty of owner to keep animals under control.
4.10.090. Rabies vaccination; vaccination fee.
4.10.100. Display of rabies tag.

4.10.110. Loud noises prohibited.

410120 | Apandonment,

4.10.130. | 5 ,ard animals.

4.10.140. Confining dogs and cats in heat.

4.10.150. Animal abuse--Physical harm.

4.10.160.

Animal abuse--Food, exercise and air.




4.10.170. Animal abuse--Shelter.

4.10.180. | Animal abuse--Sanitation.

410190 | Animal abuse--Leaving in autos.

4.10.200. Animal abuse--Fighting.

4.10.210. Animal abuse--Use of animals as prizes.

4.10.220. | Animal abuse--Dying or coloring certain animaldawl for display, sale, gift,
etc., prohibited.

4.10.230. Animal abuse--Procuring another to do act.

4.10.240. Animal abuse--Exemptions.

4.10.250. Disposal of dead animals.

4.10.260. | syerilization of animals.

Article 11l. Impoundment

4.10.270. i
Impoundment of animals, generally.

4.10.280. | Impoundment, housing and care of dangerous or paligrdangerous
animals.

4.10.290. Notice to owner of impounded animal; impound feedemption by owner.

4.10.300. Disposition of impounded animals.

4-10-310- | pestruction of biting animals.

4.10.320. | pestruction of suffering animals.

Article IV. Dangerous and Potentially DangerousAals

4.10-330- 1 Animal control officer; duties generally.




4.10.340. | Classification of dangerous or potentially dangsranimals; notice to owner
required.

4.10.350. | Classification of dangerous or potentially dangsranimals; contents of notic
to owner.

4.10.360. Liability of owner of dangerous or potentially da&mngus animal.

4.10.370. .- : , .
Presiding body at hearings on dangerous or potgndiangerous animals.

4.10.380. Procedure for hearings on dangerous or potentialhgerous animals.

4.10.390. : o . ) .
Notice of determination regarding dangerous or mica#ly dangerous animal.

4.10.400. | Certificate of registration required for dangerougpotentially dangerous
animals.

4.10.410. | Certificate of registration for dangerous or poiaht dangerous animal; proof
of proper enclosure and posting of premises.

4.10.420. . : . , .
Certificate of registration for dangerous animabqj of insurance or bond.

4.10.430. | Notice of escape, death, or change of ownershigaongerous or potentially
dangerous animal.

4.10.440. Dangerous or potentially dangerous animals; anragastration fee.

4.10.450. . ) :
Dangerous animals; muzzling.

4.10.460. Potentially dangerous animals; restraint.

4.10.470. | Dangerous or potentially dangerous animals; coafiisn; return to owner or
destruction.

4.10.480. : . _ .
Dangerous or potentially dangerous animals; exemsti

4.10.490. Destruction of dangerous or potentially dangerousials.

4.10.500. | Citation and court appearance for violations refato dangerous or potentiall

<

dangerous animals.

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

4.10.010. Definitions.



The following words, terms and phrases, when useldis chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, excéerethe context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

Abandoned animal means any domesticated animal shall be considabethdoned" for
the purposes of this chapter which shall have Ipégred upon public property or within
a public building, unattended or uncared for, asrupr within the private property of
another without the express permission of the oyamestodian or attendant of the private
property and is unattended or uncared for. Any daiceted animal shall also be
considered as abandoned, for the purposes oflthfger, which shall have been upon or
within the property of the owner or custodian agtanimal for a period of time in excess
of 36 hours unattended and without proper foodveair.

Animal at large means an animal not under restraint.

Animal control officer means any officer; agent or employee of the guagrauthority
designated by the governing authority to perforendhties of animal control and
enforcement of this chapter and to perform theesdutif dog control officer pursuant to
0O.C.G.A. 8§ 4-8-22(c), as amended from time to time.

Animal shelter means any facility operated by or under conti@cthe state, county, a
municipal corporation, a political subdivision bktstate or the Humane Society of Hall
County for the purpose of impounding or harboriaged, stray, homeless, abandoned,
or unwanted dogs, cats, and other animals; anyinatg hospital or clinic operated by a
veterinarian or veterinarians which operates fahsuurpose in addition to its customary
purposes; and any facility operated, owned, or taaiad by a duly incorporated humane
society, animal welfare society, or other nonprofganization for the purpose of
providing for and promoting the welfare, protectiand humane treatment of animals.
Animal under restraint means any domesticated animal is considered uastaint if:

1. Itis controlled within the property limits @§ owner by a visible physical barrier
(fence (non-electronic), chain, leash, etc.) obuser;

2. ltis controlled by a leash;

3. lItis at heel or beside a competent persorisaodedient to the person's commands;
or

4. It is within the occupant enclosure of a vehar restrained if within the cargo area
of a truck being driven or parked on the streets.

Board of health means the Hall County Board of Health.

Dangerous animal means any animal that, according to the recdrds @ppropriate
authority:

1. Has without provocation inflicted severe igjon a human being on public or private
property; or

2. Aggressively bites, attacks, or endangersd#fety of humans without provocation
after the animal has been classified as a potgntiahgerous animal and after the owner
has been notified of such classification.

Domesticated animal means an animal that is living in or about theitaéion of people
including, but not limited to, cats, chickens, dogiscks, cows, fowl, geese, horses,
rabbits, swine, domesticated wild animals and/atiexanimals. Pen raised skunks are
categorized as those skunks acceptable by the @t&eorgia and may be kept in
Georgia as pets.



Exoticanimal means any animal not native to Hall County, Georand includes, but is
not limited to, emus, iguanas, pythons, ostrichestiles and rhea. It shall also include
any hybrid animal which is part exotic animal.

Governing authority means the Board of Commissioners of Hall Cou@gorgia.

Guard animal means any animal which has been trained to aftexdons or other
animals independently or upon oral command andaanyal which, while not so
trained, is reasonably expected to perform as ed@raof the property upon and within
which it is located.

Humane society means the Humane Society of Hall County or anpa@tion,
organization or association existing for the pugpofprevention of cruelty to animals,
education for humane treatment of animals or anadaption for stray animals.

Law enforcement agency means the Hall County Sheriff's Office or Halludty
Enforcement Division.

Livestock means any hoofed animal including, but not lichite, a cow, horse, goat,
llama, bovine, equine and swine as well as allraéilémals used or suitable for either
food or labor.

Owner means any natural person or any legal entityudhicg but not limited to a
corporation, partnership, firm, or trust, who origéh

Owns;

Possesses;

Harbors;

Keeps;

Cares for,;

Feeds;

Maintains;

Has custody or control of; or

Knowingly permits to be harbored or kept ordmain on or about their premises an
anlmal within the jurisdiction of the governing hatity.

Potentially dangerous animal means any animal with a known propensity, tengeoic
disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injonto otherwise threaten the safety of
human beings, or any animal that when unprovoked:

1. Inflicts injury on a human being on publicprivate property; or

2. Chases or approaches a human being uporrélet, sidewalks or any public grounds
in a vicious or terrorizing manner in an apparetituale of attack.

Proper enclosure means an enclosure for keeping a dangerous anmpattentially
dangerous animal while on the owner's propertyredgeonfined indoors or in a
securely enclosed and locked pen, fence, or steistuitable to prevent the entry of
young children and designed to prevent the aninoah fescaping. Any such structure
shall have a secure top, and, if the animal iscmad within a fence, all sides of the fence
shall be of sufficient height and the bottom of teece shall be constructed in such a
manner as to prevent the animal's escape fronetieef If the enclosure does not have a
floor, the sides of the enclosure shall be embedhéae ground not less than two feet.
Any such enclosure shall also provide protectiomfithe elements for the animal.
Public or private animal refuge means harborers of unwanted animals of any breed,
including crossbreeds, who provide food, shelted, @nfinement for a group of dogs, a
group of cats, or a combination of dogs and cats.
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Records of appropriate authority means records of any state, county or municgwal |
enforcement agency; records of any county or mpai@nimal control agency; records
of any county board of health; records of any fatjestate, or local court; records of a
dog control officer as provided in O.C.G.A. 8§ 4-8-2r records of an animal control
officer as provided by this chapter.

Severeinjury means any physical injury that results in brokenes or disfiguring
lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmstigery, or a physical injury that results
in death.

Sexually matureanimal means any dog or cat that has reached the df0afays or six
months or more.

Serilization means the surgical removal of the reproductigaos of a dog or cat in
order to render the animal unable to reproduce.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 1)

4.10.020. Animal control unit.

There is created for the governing authority amahicontrol unit (totally separate from
and independent of the Humane Society of Hall Cguand it shall be staffed with such
personnel as may from time to time be authorizethbygoverning authority.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.030. Animal control officer; position estahied.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-8-22(c), the duties ofdbg control officer shall be vested in
the director of the animal control unit. The titlethe officer shall be "animal control
officer."

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.040. Cooperation with animal control officer.

A. An animal control officer is authorized to neakhatever inquiry is deemed
necessary to ensure compliance with the provisibtisis chapter. All law enforcement
agencies of the governing authority shall coopenattie the animal control officers in
enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

B. It shall be unlawful:

1. To interfere with or fail to cooperate withethnimal control officer or other officer
acting pursuant to this chapter.

2. To take or attempt to take any animal fronoanty vehicle used to transport an
animal pursuant to this chapter; or

3. To take or attempt to take any animal fromahgnal control shelter or other
impounding area used by Hall County Animal Contoolthe purposes of this chapter.
(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 2)

4.10.050. Enforcement of chapter.

The primary responsibility for enforcement of thisapter shall be vested in the animal
control unit, which may call upon such other offcand employees of any law
enforcement agency of the governing jurisdictiomay be necessary for the
enforcement of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)



4.10.060. Summons.

Upon information known to, or a complaint lodgedhyiany officer or member of the
animal control unit, or any law enforcement ageaployee of the governing authority
that any owner or possessor of an animal is iratimh of this chapter, a summons shall
be issued requiring the owner or possessor of anichal to appear before the judge of
the magistrate's court of the county on a day ene tertain to stand trial for the
violation.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.070. Violations; penalty.

Any person, firm, corporation, association or parship violating any provision of this
chapter as the same exists or as it may hereiatamended, or shall fail to do anything
required by this chapter as the same exists dmaay hereafter be amended, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, amenable to the procesiseoMagistrate or State Court of Hall
County, and upon conviction, shall be punishedrasiged in the Official Code of Hall
County, Georgia section 1.50.020 for each violatiotihe discretion of the court. Each
day such violation is committed or permitted totoare shall constitute a separate
offense and shall be punishable as such hereunder.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 6-10-04(1), 8 1)

ARTICLE Il. DUTIES TOWARDS ANIMALS

4.10.080. Duty of owner to keep animals under r@nt

It is unlawful for the owner of any domesticatednaal, or anyone having a domesticated
animal in his possession or control, to permit staimesticated animal to be at large and
not under restraint.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.090. Rabies vaccination; vaccination fee.

A. When any dog, cat or other animal as may baired by state law to be vaccinated
for rabies is being kept in the jurisdiction of ty@verning authority, it shall be the duty
of any owner or possessor or custodian of said @rionprocure current rabies
vaccination if said animal is three months of agelder, as required by and in
accordance with the rabies control rules of thedbod health. The owner, possessor or
custodian shall affix to the collar or harnesshaf &nimal a current vaccination tag as
prescribed by the board of health.

B. The veterinarian administering the anti-rabiascine required by this section shall
collect, in addition to the charges for vaccinatittre sum of 50 cents for each dog
vaccinated. The fees collected under this provistwal be delivered to the Board of
Commissioners of Hall County by the veterinariaheming said fees on or before the
20th day of the month following the month in wheid fees were collected.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.100. Display of rabies tag.



It shall be unlawful for any owner of dog, cat ¢ther animal required to have a rabies
vaccination by state law to allow such animal iy area of the jurisdiction of the
governing authority without a visible collar whishall have attached a valid and current
rabies vaccination tag as required by the boattafth. It shall be the duty of each
animal owner to provide a collar with a rabies \aation tag for each animal, except
when such animal is participating in an animal sloowxhibition.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.110. Loud noises prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or niimany domesticated animal or bird
that makes, continues or causes to be made oncestany loud, unnecessary or unusual
sound or noise which unreasonably annoys, distimpses or endangers the comfort,
repose, health, peace or safety of others in tfiedjation of the governing authority and
which is audible to a person of normal hearingigfihore than 100 feet from the point
of origin of this sound or noise. Anyone who keepsaintains an animal or bird that
unreasonably disturbs the comfort or repose ofpanrgon or persons because the animal
or bird is emitting frequent or long continued sdwr noise, and who continues to keep,
maintain, or allow any animal or bird to so disttine comfort or repose of any person or
persons shall be deemed in violation of this sacfltis section shall apply to horses,
livestock, poultry and other farm animals, provideey are maintained in accordance
with the governing authority's zoning regulatiom®alinances, with the following
exception: Multiple roosters being raised on othan a bona-fide farm are subject to
this section. Existing roosters are exempt untgt&aber 30, 2004.

(Res. of 9-28-00, 8 2; Res. of 4-8-04, 8 1)

4.10.120. Abandonment.

It is unlawful for the owner of any domesticatednaa to knowingly abandon the animal
within the jurisdiction of the governing authority.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.130. Guard animals.

In addition to all other requirements of this clepany person maintaining a guard
animal in an area for the protection of persongroperty shall meet the following
requirements:

A. The animal shall be confined to an enclosed @adequate to insure that it will not
escape;

B. When not securely enclosed, the animal slealifder the absolute control of a
handler at all times, muzzled and restrained bgcare leash which is not in excess of six
feet in length and which is of sufficient strengiihprevent escape;

C. The owner or other persons in control of thenpses upon which a guard animal is
maintained shall post warning signs over or nexltexterior doors stating that such an
animal is on the premises. At least one such $igh be posted at each driveway or
entranceway to said premises. Such sign shall etering clearly visible from either
the curb line or at a distance of 50 feet, whichévgreater, and shall contain a
telephone number where some person responsibt@fdrolling such guard animal can
be reached 24 hours a day; and



D. The owner or custodian shall report to therahicontrol unit within 24 hours any of
the following:

1. Escape of the animal;

2. An attack on a human or animal by the animal;

3. Transfer of ownership of the animal; or

4. Death of the animal.

Prior to the placing of a guard animal on any propéhe person or persons responsible
for the placing shall inform the animal controlioéfr, all law enforcement agencies of
the governing authority as well as the fire chiefyriting, of their intention to post said
animal, the number of animals to be posted, thatioc where said animal will be
posted, the approximate length of time said animihbe guarding the area, and the
breed, sex, age and rabies tag number of said araid notice must be renewed every
12 months.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.140. Confining dogs and cats in heat.

Every female dog or cat in heat shall be confimed building or other enclosure in such
manner that such female animal cannot come inttacowith another sexually intact
animal of the same species except for planned bmged

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.150. Animal abuse--Physical harm.

Any person who causes undue suffering, deprivasjared or sick animal of necessary
medical attention, tortures, torments, disfigureaims, mutilates, kills, beats, bruises,
wounds or poisons or exposes any poisonous sulestdtitthe intent that the poisonous
substance should physically harm any domesticatedead, whether belonging to himself
or another, shall be in violation of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 3)

4.10.160. Animal abuse--Food, exercise and air.

Any person who confines any animal, reptile or fawtl fails to supply it with sufficient
guantities of wholesome food and water; or who kempy animal, reptile or fowl in an
enclosure without wholesome exercise and changé shall be in violation of this
chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.170. Animal abuse--Shelter.

Any owner, custodian or possessor of any animptjleeor fowl kept outdoors who fails
to provide shelter with at least a roof, a flood &hree sides of adequate size for the
animal, reptile or fowl it is intended for and soiént to protect said animal, reptile or
fowl from the elements shall be in violation ofglthapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.180. Animal abuse--Sanitation.
Any owner, custodian or possessor of any domesticanimal who fails to maintain in a
clean and sanitary condition and free from extrame unreasonable objectionable odor



all structures, pens, yards, and areas adjacemgttheherein any animal is kept shall be
in violation of this chapter.
(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.190. Animal abuse--Leaving in autos.

Any person who transports any animal, reptile ovlfim the trunk of any vehicle or
leaves an animal or fowl in a vehicle in extrematheithout proper ventilation shall be
in violation of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.200. Animal abuse--Fighting.

No person shall:

1. Own, possess, keep or train any animal or feit¥l the intent that such animal or
fowl shall be engaged in an exhibition of fighting;

2. Build, make, maintain, or keep a pit on presiswned by him or occupied by him or
allow a pit to be built, made, maintained or keptsoch premises for the purposes of an
exhibition of animal or fowl fighting;

3. In any manner encourage, instigate, promogssist in an exhibition of animal or
fowl fighting or intentional combat; or

4. Charge admission, be an assistant, umpiraricgpant or be present as a spectator to
any exhibition or animal or fowl fighting or combat

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.210. Animal abuse--Use of animals as prizes.

Any person who offers as a prize or gives awayaamsnal, reptile or fowl in any contest,
raffle or lottery or as an enticement for fund iragsor for entry into any place of business
shall be in violation of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.220. Animal abuse--Dying or coloring certammals or fow! for display, sale, gift,
etc., prohibited.

No person shall sell, offer for sale, give awaydisplay living baby chicks, ducklings, or
other fowl, or rabbits which have been dyed, calareotherwise treated so as to impart
to them an artificial color.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.230. Animal abuse--Procuring another to do ac

Any person who procures another person to do atlyeoécts prohibited in sections
4.10.150 through 4.10.220, shall, upon convictmpunished as provided for violations
of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.240. Animal abuse--Exemptions.

A person who is:

1. Lawfully engaged in any sporting or huntingj\aty;

2. Slaughtering animals, reptiles or fowl for thepose of providing food;



3. Engaged in the lawful euthanasia of an anireglile or fowl; or

4. Acting as a law enforcement officer or animahtrol officer in the line of duty to
protect against a case of aggression of an aniefatile or fowl, shall not be charged
with a violation of this article if the death of animal, reptile or fowl occurs from any
such lawful activity.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.250. Disposal of dead animals.

If a domesticated animal shall die, the owner rbusy the carcass at least three feet
below the ground level and have not less than teeteof earth over the carcass within
12 hours after the death and discovery of the sarda the event the public works
director or his designee of the governing authasfigll be designated by said governing
authority to remove said carcasses, then it iswilao bury said carcass and said
carcass shall be removed at the expense of theraftiee animal, if known, and the
finance director of the governing authority shalllect the fee for the same as provided
by law.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 4)

4.10.260. Sterilization of animals.

A. Any public or private animal shelter, animahtrol agency operated by a political
subdivision of this state, humane society, or pubtiprivate animal refuge shall make
provisions for the sterilization of all dogs oratcquired from such shelter, agency,
society, or refuge by:

1. Providing sterilization by a licensed veteriaa before relinquishing custody of the
animal; or

2. Entering into a written agreement with thesparacquiring such animal guaranteeing
that sterilization will be performed by a licensegterinarian within 30 days after
acquisition of such animal in the case of a seyuahture animal or by the sexual
maturity of the animal in the case of a sexuallynature animal.

Provided, however, that the requirements of thisi@e shall not apply to any privately
owned animal which any such shelter, agency, spaetrefuge may have in its
possession for any reason if the owner of such @nttaims or presents evidence that
such animal is the property of such person.

B. All costs of sterilization pursuant to thixgen shall be the responsibility of the
person acquiring such animal and, if performedrgoacquisition, may be included in
any fees charged by the shelter, agency, societgfage for such animal.

C. Any person acquiring an animal from a publipovate animal shelter, animal
control agency operated by a political subdivisibthis state, humane society, or public
or private animal refuge, which animal is not $éeait the time of acquisition, shall
submit to the animal shelter, animal control agehcynane society, or public or private
animal refuge a signed statement from the licenséetinarian performing the
sterilization required by subsection A.2. of theetson within seven days after such
sterilization attesting that such sterilization bagn performed.

D. Every public or private animal shelter, aniroahtrol agency operated by a political
subdivision of this state, humane society, or publiprivate animal refuge selling or
offering for sale or exchange any dog or cat smalintain and furnish to any person



acquiring an animal from such shelter, agency,efpcor refuge a current list of
veterinarians licensed in this state who have iectithe shelter, agency, society, or
refuge that they are willing to perform sterilizats and the cost for such procedures.
(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

ARTICLE lll. IMPOUNDMENT

4.10.270. Impoundment of animals, generally.

Any animal, reptile or fowl may be impounded if:

1. Itis not under restraint or is at large;

2. It does not have a visible collar with a vaittl current rabies vaccination tag affixed
as required by (county only: section 4.10.100)(oitly: section 4-2-3);

3. It has been abandoned for 36 hours or more;

4. It has bitten or is reasonably suspectedtofdanother animal or human and is being
held for the required quarantine period under tiesrof the board of health; or

5. It has been abused as prohibited in sectidi® 460 through 4.10.240.

Said animal, reptile or fowl shall be impoundedadmg to such rules and regulations
now or hereafter prescribed by law or by the rasmis and ordinances of the governing
authority for the detention, control and dispositaf animals, reptiles and fowl. All
impounded animals, reptiles and fowl, except exaticnals and livestock, shall be
housed and cared for at the Humane Society of Gtalinty facilities. Impounded exotic
animals and livestock will be housed at a facidipproved by the governing authority.
(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.280. Impoundment, housing and care of damigevopotentially dangerous
animals.

A. Upon a finding that an animal, reptile or fowldangerous or potentially dangerous
and that the owner knew the animal, reptile or faxb dangerous or potentially
dangerous or upon confiscation pursuant to sedtibd.470, the animal, reptile or fowl
may be impounded by the animal control unit or my enforcement agency employee
of the governing authority until such time as thener of the dangerous or potentially
dangerous animal provides proof of compliance withduties of the owner of
dangerous or potentially dangerous animals aostih sections 4.10.340 through
4.10.500. Any owner shall be held to know that saigimal, reptile or fowl was
dangerous or potentially dangerous if the aninggdile or fowl had at any time
displayed any one or more of the behaviors destiiibéhe definitions of dangerous or
potentially dangerous animals under this chapter.

B. All animals, reptiles or fowl impounded undbis section shall be housed and cared
for at the Humane Society of Hall County faciliti@sless another facility which meets
the requirements for housing a dangerous or patgntiangerous animal is expressly
agreed upon between the animal control officertaedanimal’s owner.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.290. Notice to owner of impounded animal;aonpd fees; redemption by owner.
It shall be the responsibility of the animal cohtroit to immediately notify the owner of
each domesticated animal impounded if the ownénetiomesticated animal is known



or can be reasonably ascertained. The owner oflamesticated animal impounded may
reclaim such domesticated animal by the payment of:

1. Any impoundment fee as charged by Hall County;

2. Any charges assessed by the Humane Sociétglb€ounty for processing and
boarding the animal;

3. The cost of the rabies inoculation, if reqdidzie to the animal not wearing a current
rabies inoculation tag; and

4. Upon proof of payment of any fine already irsga for a violation of this chapter
within 72 hours of the impoundment of the animal] & after 72 hours, the animal has
not bee adopted through the Hall County HumaneeBadDwners of animals who have
been identified and notified but who refuse to aeultheir animals will be responsible
for said fees as charged by Hall County and theamensociety.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 5)

4.10.300. Disposition of impounded animals.

The animal control unit shall release to the Humaoeiety of Hall County for adoption
or euthanasia any animal unredeemed or unclaimédebgwner after 72 hours except as
otherwise provided herein. Any person adoptingramal from the Hall County Humane
Society that has been impounded by animal contral pay any charges assessed by the
humane society for required inoculations as wepragessing and boarding the animal
and show proof of payment of any fine already inggbfr a violation of this chapter
prior to receiving the animal. In the case of ag#anus or potentially dangerous animal,
shall show proof of compliance with the duties wihers of dangerous or potentially
dangerous animals before receiving the animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 6)

4.10.310. Destruction of biting animals.

All animals or fowl, other than a dog or cat, whane known to have bitten a person or
any animal which cannot be held for a rabies ol period, shall be euthanized and
a lab specimen of brain tissue sent to the stapaf®ent of Epidemiology for testing
and control of rabies in accordance with the rolfethe board of health.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.320. Destruction of suffering animals.

While being impounded, any animal, reptile or fawlich is suffering excessively or any
animal which represents a real danger to personther animals, without regard to the
period of confinement as provided in section 4.00.8hall be destroyed by an animal
control officer in as humane a manner as possible.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

ARTICLE IV. DANGEROUS AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ANMALS

4.10.330. Animal control officer; duties generally

The animal control officer shall make such invediigns and inquiries as may be
necessary to identify dangerous animals and dangenoimal owners within the
jurisdiction of the governing authority.



(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.340. Classification of dangerous or potelytdhngerous animals; notice to owner
required.

When a dangerous animal or potentially dangerousadris classified as such, or when a
potentially dangerous animal is reclassified aargdrous animal, the animal control
officer shall notify the animal's owner of suchsddication.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.350. Classification of dangerous or potelytidhngerous animals; contents of
notice to owner.

Notices to the owner shall meet the following regoents:

A. The notice shall be in writing and either redilby certified mail to the owner's last
known address or hand-delivered to the owners. 8atibe shall be complete either
upon its mailing, or, if hand-delivered, upon pe&@areceipt;

B. The notice shall include a summary of the aticontrol officer's findings that
formed the basis for the animal's classificationeatassification as a dangerous or
potentially dangerous animal,

C. The notice shall be dated and shall statettigadwner, within 15 days after the date
shown on the notice, has a right to request amgam the animal control officer's
determination that the animal is a dangerous cem@tlly dangerous animal;

D. The notice shall state that the hearing,duiested, shall be before the governing
authority or its designee, and shall specify thm@af the agency which shall conduct
the hearing;

E. The notice shall state that either a filing fie the amount of $250.00 or a sufficient
pauper's affidavit showing that the owner is unatitbout undue financial hardship to
pay the filing fee shall be filed with the heariregjuest to the governing authority or its
designee for said hearing;

F. The notice shall state that, if a hearingosrequested, the animal control officer's
determination that an animal is a dangerous ompiadey dangerous animal will become
effective for all purposes under this chapter aai specified in the notice, which shall
be after the last day on which the owner has & t@glrequest a hearing; and

G. The notice shall include a form to requestarimg before the governing authority or
its designee and shall provide specific instrucion mailing or delivering such request
to the governing designee.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 10-14-04, § 1)

4.10.360. Liability of owner of dangerous or pdiaity dangerous animal.

The notice procedures provided for in this artadle not an essential condition for the
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. ®taer of a dangerous or potentially
dangerous animal is held to know that such anisidangerous or potentially dangerous
if the animal has, at any time, displayed any anmare of the behaviors described in the
definition of dangerous animal or potentially darmges animal as provided in this
chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)



4.10.370. Presiding body at hearings on dangesopstentially dangerous animals.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 88 4-8-22 and 4-8-24, the gomg authority may conduct
hearings provided for in this article, may desigran animal control board to conduct
such hearings, or may designate the board of heafttbnduct such hearings.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.380. Procedure for hearings on dangeroustenpally dangerous animals.

When the governing authority or its designee rezeavrequest for a hearing as provided
in section 4.10.350 along with payment of the fea sufficient pauper's affidavit
showing that the owner is unable without unduerfai@a hardship to pay the filing fee
required for said hearing, it shall schedule susdrimg within 30 days after receiving the
request. The governing authority or its designed! siotify the animal owner in writing
by certified mail of the date, time, and placeld hearing, and such notice shall be
mailed to the animal owner at least ten days pddhe date of the hearing. At the
hearing, the owner of the animal shall be givenajyeortunity to testify and present
evidence, and in addition thereto the governinga@titly or its designee shall receive
such other evidence and hear such other testim®tyeagoverning authority or its
designee may find reasonably necessary to makeendration either to sustain,
modify, or overrule the animal control officer'sissification of the animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 7; Ré40014-04, § 1)

4.10.390. Notice of determination regarding daagsror potentially dangerous animal.
Within ten days after the date of the hearing,gtreerning authority or its designee shall
notify the animal owner in writing by certified nhaif its determination on the matter. If
such determination is that the animal is a dangeamimal or a potentially dangerous
animal, the notice shall specify the date upon Wwiinat determination is effective. If
such determination is that the animal is not a demgs animal or a potentially dangerous
animal, then the governing authority or its desegfe said hearing may, in its

discretion, return any filing fee paid to the anirmaner.

(Res. of 9-28-00, 8§ 2; Res. of 10-14-04, § 1)

4.10.400. Certificate of registration required d@angerous or potentially dangerous
animals.

It is unlawful for an owner to have or possess iithe jurisdiction of the governing
authority a dangerous animal or potentially dange@nimal without a certificate of
registration issued annually in accordance withpitevisions of this chapter.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.410. Certificate of registration for dangexau potentially dangerous animal; proof
of proper enclosure and posting of premises.

Subject to the additional requirements of sectid® 4120, the animal control officer shall
issue a certificate of registration to the ownea afangerous or potentially dangerous
animal if the owner presents to the animal cordffiter or the animal control officer
otherwise finds sufficient evidence of:



A. A proper enclosure to confine the dangerousiahor potentially dangerous animal,
and

B. The posting of the premises where the dangeaoimal or potentially dangerous
animal is located with a clearly visible sign wargithat there is a dangerous animal on
the property and containing a symbol designedftwim children of the presence of a
dangerous animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.420. Certificate of registration for dangey@mimal; proof of insurance or bond.

In addition to the requirements of section 4.10,446 owner of a dangerous animal shall
present to the animal control officer evidence of:

A. A policy of insurance in the amount of at ie$$00,000.00 per occurrence issued by
an insurer authorized to transact business irstate insuring the owner of the dangerous
animal against liability for any personal injurieflicted by the dangerous animal; or

B. A surety bond in the amount of $100,000.0énhore issued by a surety company
authorized to transact business in this state payalany person or persons injured by
the dangerous animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.430. Notice of escape, death, or change akwship of dangerous or potentially
dangerous animal.

The owner of a dangerous animal or potentially éamgs animal shall notify the animal
control officer immediately if the animal has aktead a human, reptile or fowl or within
24 hours if the animal is on the loose, is uncadirhas died, or has been sold or
donated. If the animal has been sold or donatedpwner shall also provide the animal
control officer with the name, address, and telegghaumber of the new owner of the
animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.440. Dangerous or potentially dangerous dsimaanual registration fee.

An annual fee of $50.00 shall be charged by thenahcontrol officer to defray the cost
to register dangerous animals and potentially danggeanimals as required in this
chapter. Said fee shall be due and payable airtfgean application is made for a
certificate of registration to be issued.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2; Res. of 2-28-02, § 8)

4.10.450. Dangerous animals; muzzling.

It is unlawful for an owner of a dangerous aninogbérmit the animal to be outside a
proper enclosure unless the animal is muzzled esttained by a substantial chain or
leash and is under the physical restraint of aoesiple person. The muzzle shall be
made in a manner that will not cause injury todhenal or interfere with its vision or
respiration but will prevent it from biting any gen. The leash shall not be in excess of
six feet in length and shall be of sufficient sggnto prevent escape.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.460. Potentially dangerous animals; restraint



It is unlawful for the owner of a potentially damgas animal to permit the animal to be
outside a proper enclosure unless the animal isareed by a substantial chain or leash
and is under the restraint of a responsible perEloa.leash shall not be in excess of six
feet in length and shall be of sufficient strengtiprevent escape.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.470. Dangerous or potentially dangerous dsiroanfiscation; return to owner or
destruction.

A. A dangerous animal shall be immediately cardied by the animal control officer or
by a law enforcement officer or by another persath@rized by the animal control
officer if:

1. The owner of the animal, reptile or fowl does secure and maintain the liability
insurance or bond required by this chapter;

2. The animal, reptile or fowl is not validly ietered as required by this chapter;

3. The animal, reptile or fowl is not maintainacdh proper enclosure;

4. The premises where the animal, reptile or fievibcated are not posted as required
by this chapter; or

5. The animal, reptile or fowl is outside a pnopeclosure in violation of this chapter.
B. A potentially dangerous animal shall be cardied in the same manner as a
dangerous animal if the animal, reptile or fowl is:

1. Not validly registered as required by thispties;

2. Not maintained in a proper enclosure; or

3. Outside a proper enclosure in violation o$ tthapter.

C. Any animal, reptile or fowl that has been ¢scdited under the provisions of this
section shall be returned to its owner upon theestsrcompliance with the provisions of
this chapter and upon the payment of reasonabliéscation costs. In the event the
owner has not complied with the provisions of thapter within ten business days of
the date the animal, reptile or fowl was confisdataid animal, reptile or fowl shall be
destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.480. Dangerous or potentially dangerous dsireaemptions.

A. An animal that inflicts an injury upon a pensa@hen the animal is being used by a
law enforcement officer to carry out the law entarent officer's official duties shall not
be a dangerous animal or potentially dangerousaninthin the meaning of this
chapter. An animal shall not be a dangerous anomalpotentially dangerous animal
within the meaning of this chapter if the injurylicted by the animal was sustained by a
person who, at the time, was committing a willi@spass or other tort or was
tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the animal arihahe past been observed or reported
to have tormented, abused, or assaulted the animeds committing or attempting to
commit a crime.

B. No owner of a dangerous animal shall be hetdioally liable under this chapter for
injuries inflicted by said owner's animal to anyntan being while on the owner's
property if said owner is in compliance with theysions of this chapter at the time of
the injuries being inflicted.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)



4.10.490. Destruction of dangerous or potentiddlggerous animals.

If impracticable to impound a dangerous or potdigtdangerous animal due to its
viciousness, or if the delay or attempt to impotimelsame be attended with danger, it
shall be the duty of any law enforcement agenayhefgoverning authority or the animal
control officer to destroy the animal.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)

4.10.500. Citation and court appearance for imtetrelating to dangerous or
potentially dangerous animals.

Upon information known to or upon a complaint belogged with an animal control
officer, or any law enforcement agency employethefgoverning authority that an
animal is dangerous or potentially dangerous andaeing kept by its owner under
restraint in compliance with (city only: articles2, 3 and 4 of) this chapter, the animal
control officer, or any law enforcement agency esypk of the governing authority shall
issue a citation for the violation to the ownettoé animal to appear before the judge of
the magistrate's court of the county on a day ene tertain for a hearing to determine if
the animal is dangerous or potentially dangerowteéfised herein.

(Res. of 9-28-00, § 2)



